Run By ‘Bloch’ Of Course

Start-Up Aristo Eyes Block-Level Design

® By JEFF DORSCH

CUPERTINO, CALIF.—Aristo
Technology, Inc. is a two-
year-old electronic design au-
tomation (EDA) software
start-up focused on what it
calls “block-level interconnect
design automation technolo-
gv.” It is so focused on the use
of “blocks,” design elements
such as macrocells and intel-
lectual property (IP) cores, in
designing system ICs that
even the CED’s name is Bloch.

That would be Simon
Bloch, who once headed the
physical design business at
the now-defunct Compass De-
sign Automation and previ-
ously held management and
field positions at Daisy Sys-
tems. His new company has
attracted $4 million in equity
funding from U.S. Venture
Partners and private in-
vestors. Lucio Lanza, an old
Daisy hand who is now a gen-
eral partner of U.S. Venture
Partners, sits on the board of
Aristo with Mr. Blach.

While Aristo will have a
booth and a demo suite at next

month’s Design Automation
Conference, don't look for full
products soon. Aristo says it
will release its first tools to
“partners” in July, with a
“general market release” in
4Q98. There's no formal name
for the product line yet, al-
though it carries the internal
name of “Chips,” for “chip hi-
erarchical implementation and
planning system.” The tools
will initially run on Sun Solaris
and Windows NT operating
systems, with other OS ports to
be determined by customers.
Aristo isn’t ready to talk
about customers, bui compa-
nies that have looked at the
technology include LSI Logic,
National Semiconductor, MIPS
Technologies, VLSI Technolo-
gy, Fujitsu Microelectronics,
Hitachi Microsystems and Gi-
gaPixel of Santa Clara, Calif.
“There are no tools to de-
sign at the block level” avail-
able in the commercial EDA
market, Mr. Bloch said in an
interview last week. There’s
only manual tools available
at some semiconductor hous-
es, and so Aristo anticipates

filling a markel niche with
little visible competition.

Aristo doesn’t see its tools
going head-to-head with the
IC place-and-route tools mar-
keted by Cadence Design Sys-
tems and Avant! Rather, the
block-level design tools will
co-exist with existing P&R
technology. Aristo has pur-
sued meetings with represen-
tatives of Cadence, Mentor
Graphics and Synopsys to
talk about how its approach
could fit in their design flows.

“Without these new tools,
system IC design may not
proliferate,” warned Rod
Dudzinski, Aristo’s VP of mar-
keting, formerly of Cadence
and Cooper & Chyan Technol-
ogy. Citing the complexity of
designing devices with multi-
ple millions of transistors, he
added, “The synthesis-centric
design flow will not be useful
for these kind of chips.”

The other leading figure at
Aristo is Jacob Greidinger,
VP of development and chief
scientist, who has worked at
Compass, Mentor, Daisy and
Silicon Compiler Systems. ¢






